HOW STRONG IS BRITAIN ?
began the development of their motor-building
industries more or less level. To-day it is a well-
known fact that the United States has outstripped all
her competitors in this branch of production, which
worked from the beginning with modern methods of
manufacture, and, thanks to the existence of an
enormous domestic market, was able to introduce mass
production at an early date.
The development of the British motor-building and
motor-car industry has been similar in many respects to
the development of the German industry. Here, too,
old-fashioned methods of manufacture were in opera-
tion. Instead of building a limited number of types
and standardizing the production of spare parts,
thereby securing all the advantages of mass production,
as Henry Ford did as early as 1908, a great number
of independent works built their own individual types
according to their own individual taste, and the
industry as a whole made no attempt to influence
the development of public demand in any particular
direction. The result was that in 1913 British motor-
cars were still very expensive, in fact they were still
luxury articles.
The World War interrupted the natural develop-
ment of this new industry both in Great Britain and
Germany so that United States manufacturers were
given the chance of greatly increasing their lead and
of obtaining a relatively large share of the world
export of motor-cars. The British government recog-
nized the danger of this development at an early date
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